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Merry Christmas
Wishing all Local Lodge 1943 members and their families a Merry Christmas! We ask that everyone keep
our members that we have lost this year, and their families, in your thoughts and prayers.

IAM Scholarship Opportunity
This scholarship competition is open each year to members of the IAM and their children throughout the
United States and Canada. The IAM Scholarship Fund, which is used exclusively to make possible these
awards, was established by the delegates of the 1960 IAM Grand Lodge Convention. Scholarships to make
possible the attainment of a Bachelor’s degree or a two-year vocational/technical certification are determined
in a competition among eligible applicants that is judged by a special Selection Committee. This scholarship
is open to:
An active IAM member
 the son, daughter, stepchild or legally adopted child of an active IAM member; or
 the son, daughter, stepchild or legally adopted child of an active retired IAM member
Applications need to be postmarked by February 11, 2022, and received no later than February 23, 2022.
For applications and more information please visit:


https://www.goiam.org/departments/headquarters/scholarships/2022-iam-scholarship-competition/

Stories Wanted From All Groups
Your Union Hall is interested in your stories. We would like to hear from you if you have something going on
at your company, involvement with a community activity, or something that you are proud of in your family.
We would like to put it in the Local Lodge Newsletter Update. We represent members at Pilot Chemical,
Cummins, Bowling Transportation, and Cleveland Cliffs. Please let us know if there is any interest, we know
members like reading good stories about other members of the Local Lodge.
Cleveland Cliffs:———————————————————————————————————————————————————

Last Chance To Get your 2021 Boots
The last day to get your 2021 safety boots per the Collective Bargaining Agreement you will be Monday, December 27, 2021. Due to the upcoming Holidays, the boot truck will not be here on Friday, December 24,
2021 or December 31, 2021. We have been notified that there will not be an extension given. If you do not
get them, you will lose the opportunity to receive them for 2021. If you’re not sure if you have received them;
contact your Committeeman to see if you are on the list.

Blast Furnace Back-Up Safety Coordinator
If you are a Transferred member of the Blast Furnace Department with a minimum of three (3) years of plant experience, and are interested in the position, please e-mail your contact information to Wayne Heitfeld at wheitfeld@ll1943.org
Anyone interested in this position, must have their information turned in by January 1, 2022.
If you have any questions please call:
Wayne Heitfeld
Union Hall - 513-423-6573
Cell Phone - 513-464-3689
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Bid Information
There are no Step III bids up this week. However, considering the many bids that have been posted over the
past few weeks, please note that the phone number used to call out for these bids is 513-393-7069. To avoid
potentially missing out on a bid, please make sure your voicemail is set up and your voicemail box is not full.
You may also call this number if you have questions concerning any bid or the bidding process.

Pension Contribution Hours
Please look at your pay stubs and verify that you’re are being credited with the correct IAM Pension Contribution hours. If you worked 40 or more hours in a week, your contribution hours listed on your pay stub should
be 40. If you believe your contribution hours are not accurate, please contact the Union Hall at 423-6573.

Reminder to FSA Enrollees
For those of you enrolled in the Flexible Spending Account for 2021, please remember that your funds in that
account must be spent by December 31st. For a list of qualified medical expenses, you can visit the Optum
Bank website at https://www.optumbank.com/. Please remember that this program is “use it or lose it” and
you don’t want to forfeit your money.

Important Notice for Those Retiring in 2021
Important! If you plan to retir e during 2021, you are running out of time to submit your application
for the IAM pension. Technically, you have until December 30 th for the fund to receive your completed application, but you are highly encouraged to begin this process now. Please do not wait until the last minute to
begin this process. Often times there are issues with documentation that need to be remedied before your application is considered complete. Also, Bill Heater will be unable to assist beginning December 15 th. To
avoid potential postal delays, you can submit your application online at www.iamnpf.org. For assistance with
this process, please call Bill Heater at your Union Hall, 513-423-6573.
Please read this important notice clarifying that you can retire during the month of December, 2021 and not
be affected by the pension rehabilitation plan. Published in the February edition of the Benefit Fund Office
newsletter, this notice reads:
If you are covered under the Preferred Schedule of the Rehabilitation Plan and desire to work into December 2021, please note the following:
 You must send your completed pension application to the Benefit Funds Office so that it is received no later

than December 30, 2021
 Your Pension Application should include all required forms and supporting documents
 To be considered as “received by the Benefit Funds Office”, the Pension Application will need to be

stamped as received by our mail room no later than December 30, 2021

 Note: The postmark date does not qualify, it must be received by the Fund no later than December 30, 2021
 To comply with federal regulations, you cannot apply for your pension earlier than 180 days before your

intended pension effective date
If this criteria is met, you can have a last day worked up through and including December 31, 2021, without
losing the subsidized benefit, if otherwise eligible. We highly recommend that if you want to work through
and including December 2021 that you pay particular attention to the rules stated in this article and submit
your Pension Application in a timely manner. If you have any questions, please contact the Benefit Funds Office Customer Service Department at 1-800-424-9608.
This is very important for those that work at Cliffs/AK Steel and want to receive their vacation pay for 2022.
This notice, coupled with our Collective Bargaining Agreement, ensures that you can retire on December 31,
2021 (but not before) and still be eligible for your 2022 vacation pay. We still recommend that you begin
your application process 180 days before your intended pension effective date.
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